
REQUEST FOR EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST
(CONSULTING SERVICES – FIRMS SELECTION)

Republic of Serbia
Serbia Agriculture Competitive Project (SCAP)
Project ID No.: P167634
 
Assignment Title: 
Study on the Current Status, Challenges, and Opportunities to implement Artificial Intelligence (AI) in the Serbian Agriculture Sector Reference No.: SER-SCAP-CQS-CS-24-94
The Republic of Serbia has received financing from the World Bank toward the cost of the Serbia Agriculture Competitive Project (SCAP) and intends to apply part of the proceeds for consulting services.
Scope of Services

The consultancy will undertake an in-depth study to assess the integration and impact of Artificial Intelligence (AI) in the agricultural sector of Serbia. The focus will be on evaluating AI's role in enhancing farming practices, with a thorough analysis that includes the suitability of different AI models for Serbia, potential improvements in agricultural productivity, and the overall economic and environmental sustainability of the sector.

The consultancy's responsibilities for this study include, but are not limited to, the following activities:
1.	Comprehensive Analysis of Current AI Applications in Serbian Agriculture

2.	Examination of Global AI Agricultural Innovations

3.	Forecasting the Future of AI in Serbian Agriculture

4.	Identification of Serbia’s Unique Advantages for AI Adoption

5.	Exploration of Opportunities for Stakeholder Engagement and Partnerships

6.	Development of a Strategic Plan

7.	Multidisciplinary Approach

Required Consultant’s (company) qualifications
The assignment will require a qualified consulting company or a joint venture (Consultant) with either local and / or international experts, with proven experience in agriculture and AI.
The following criteria will be applied to all consulting firms (Consultants) that have submitted their expression of interest:
· The Consultant must be a legal entity.
· The Consultant (individual company or joint venture together) must have demonstrated experience in successfully integrating technology solutions into practices, with a specific advantage given to experience in AgriTech applications and preferably AI endeavors. 
· The Consultant (individual company or joint venture together) has demonstrated experience in development programs and consulting services in carrying out integration of digital technologies in all spheres of business including: Case Studies, Analysis of Legal Framework, Business Analysis, Assessment of Current state of ICT, Formulating Strategic Directions and Alternatives on Development, Process improvements and Business Workflow Automatization, Economic Impact Analysis.
· The Consultant (individual company or joint venture together) has demonstrated experience in research projects with preference and advantage given to research of AI solutions).
Key Experts will not be evaluated at the shortlisting stage.

	General Experience of the Firm
	30 points

	Specific Experience of the Firm Related to the Assignment
	70 points

	TOTAL:
	100 POINTS



The detailed Terms of Reference for the above referenced assignment is posted on the website of the Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Water Management (MAFWM): http://www.minpolj.gov.rs/category/javni-pozivi/. 
The Consultant will be selected in accordance with Consultant`s Qualifications Based Selection (CQS) as set out in the World Bank’s Procurement Regulations for IPF Borrowers – Procurement in Investment Project Financing Goods, World, Non-Consulting and Consulting Services, July 2016, revised November 2017, August 2018 (“the Regulations”). The Consultant that obtains the highest score during evaluation of expressions of interest will be invited to submit technical and financial proposals.
The attention of interested Consultants is drawn to paragraphs 3.14, 3.16 and 3.17 of the Regulations setting forth the World Bank’s policy on conflict of interest. 
The Central Fiduciary Unit of the Ministry of Finance now invites eligible Consultants to indicate their interest in providing the Services. Interested Consultants should provide information demonstrating that they have the required qualifications and relevant experience to perform the Services.
Expressions of interest in English language must be delivered in a written form to the e-mail below by September 25, 2024, 12:00 hrs, noon, local time.
When submitting Expressions of interest please indicate assignment and reference number for which you are applying.
	Contact:
	E–mail:
	Address:

	To:
	ljiljana.krejovic@mfin.gov.rs
Ms. Ljiljana Krejović
Procurement Specialist
	Ministry of Finance
Central Fiduciary Unit
53 Balkanska St
11000 Belgrade, Serbia
Tel: +381 11 765-25-65    

	Cc:
	ljiljana.dzuver@mfin.gov.rs
milan.stevanovic@scap.rs 
	



